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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

FISHERS COUPLE CHARGED IN CONNECTION WITH 
$500,000 EMBEZZLEMENT FROM INSURANCE COMPANY

PRESS RELEASE

Susan W. Brooks,  United States Attorney for the Southern District of Indiana,

announced that RONALD C.  COLLINS JR.,  37,  and his wife, MELISSA TREL HURLEY-

COLLINS, 35, both of Fishers,  Indiana,  were charged today with conspiracy and mail fraud,

following an investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

The information alleges that Ronald Collins Jr.  was employed as a supervisory claims

adjuster with The Hartford,  a national insurance company, since at least 1998.  During his

employment,  Collins Jr.  allegedly falsified automobile accident claims files causing insurance

checks to be issued and mailed to fictitious persons in connection with accidents that had
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occurred.  Melissa Trel Hurley-Collins, Ronald Collins’s wife, opened bank accounts and mail

boxes in various fictitious names.  She picked-up the checks at the mail boxes and cashed

them.

The information alleges that the scheme took place over a six-year period during which

time the Collinses are alleged to have obtained more than $500,000 by the scheme.  At the

same time the information was filed,  Mr.  and Mrs.  Collins filed plea agreements indicating

their intention to plead guilty to the charges.

According to Assistant United States Attorney Donna R.  Eide,  who is prosecuting the

case for the government,  RONALD COLLINS JR.  and MELISSA COLLINS face a maximum

possible prison sentence of 20 years and a maximum possible fine of $250,000. An initial

hearing will be scheduled before a U.S. Magistrate Judge.

The information is an allegation only, and the defendant is presumed innocent

unless and until proven guilty at trial or by guilty plea.
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